sports event. On the other hand, young states -former colonies, eagerly used sport in the struggle to achieve their political objectives, most of all to fi ght against contested white minority governments in Africa: South Africa and Rhodesia. Such aims would be hard to fulfi l otherwise due to political weakness of those countries.
Th e most obvious aspects of politics of sport have been listed above. Strong relations between sport and politics occur in most cases in connection with widely understood confl ict. Th is brings a question whether sport actually is politically signifi cant only as a matter of transferring political confl ict into another dimension? According to the main hypothesis of the article, sport can also play an opposite role in politics. Th e aim of the article is to investigate the examples of consensual role sport, by which situations when sport was used in order to bring states closer to each other, especially when they could be described as mutually hostile.
Th ere is a number of examples that seem to confi rm the assumption of the consensual role of sport in international politics. Despite the fact, that sport is important from the political perspective, it is not strictly a part of the world of politics itself. Th is gives sport a certain advantage in comparison to strictly political tools in terms of capability of evoking international cooperation. Some activities, which would seem completely unacceptable in respect to political reality, in the world of sport in some cases proved to be possible and eff ective. Th is applies particularly to establishing contacts between states. In the recent history there were many situations, when states because of various reasons resigned from maintaining bilateral relations. In such circumstances sports events were frequently an exclusive and only possible mean of establishing contact. Later such sports contacts could be transformed into political relations. Some countries even conducted characteristic "sports diplomacies" aiming to enhance their capability of aff ecting the international system. What is more, sport also served as a mean of making the already existing relations closer. Th is applies mostly to at least theoretically unfriendly countries. For instance during the detente era in the East -West relations during the Cold War, friendly sports events were organized, with the aim of sustaining better relations. Examples of such form of sport politics will be presented in the article.
OLYMPIC VALUES AND PACIFISM
It is worth mentioning that modern sport, coming to existence in the latter half of XIXth Century, from the very beginning had pacifi st character. As a result, consensual role of sport in a way could be evaluated as fulfi lling the original aims of sport. Th ese thoughts are connected with Pierre de Coubertin 1 , the creator of the modern Olympic Movement and promoter of the Olympic Idea.
Pierre de Coubertin, inspired by the ancient Olympic Games as well as educational systems of the United States and England, began to promote his assumption that sport competitions should substitute wars and the youth from around the world instead of fi ghting against each other in the wars should compete on the sports stadiums 2 . He also claimed, that wars break out because nations do not understand each other and that there will be no peace unless prejudices between diff erent races pass away 3 . Coubertin promoted these views since 1880s. His view about sports capability in promoting peace was partly shaped by contacts with pacifi sts of that time, 5 . Characteristic "idealistic Olympic internationalism" can be seen in this statement. At the sametime, at least in theory, it defi nes the International Olympic Committee's attitude, especially during the fi rst period of its existence 6 .
Th e Olympic Values of Pierre de Coubertin were established at the end of 1880s and at the beginning of 1890s. Th ey transcended pure pedagogy, originally the main area of interest of the father of the Olympic Movement. Not only he stood for developing personality and life attitude of the youth through practicing sport, but also for promoting peace by fostering international cooperation through sport competition. Another worth mentioning thought formulated by de Cubertin is called neo-olympism 7 . Accordingly, actions should by undertaken in order to enable people to coexist despite confl icts between them. People should acknowledge the divisions between them and begin to appreciate their foes, as appreciated foe becomes a partner 8 . At the same time Coubertin warned of nationalism in sport, foreseeing its possible negative infl uence on promoting peaceful coexistence 9 . He also supported the freedom of an individual during the Olympic Games and condemned any type of discrimination. Th ese thoughts were articulated by the slogan all nations-all games 10 .
Th e concepts and slogans listed above were obviously noble, thus peace can be recognized as one of the most important merits. International cooperation fostered by the Olympic Games and sport in general were supposed to support it. Such thoughts of Pierre de Coubertin are a clear sign of his love of pedagogy. He was in favour of the idea that athletes from around the world should meet each other during the peaceful celebration, by which he meant the Olympic Games. By getting to know representatives of other countries, races and religions they were supposed to learn tolerance and mutual respect. It is worth mentioning though, that despite the fact the creator of the modern Olympic Movement supported the idea of common participation of the athletes from diff erent countries in the Olympic Games, he himself was against participation of ladies. However this should be seen more as a peculiarity of the times he lived in than as an expression of anti-feminism.
Nowadays the Olympic Games belong to the most important and most popular sports events in the world, what is a prove of a success achieved by Pierre de Coubertin's initiative that came to live in 1894 during the Olympic Congress in Paris. It is worth noticing that in the works of de Coubertin on sport there are no references about using it in order to pursue political fi ghts, as it actually happens oft en. On the contrary, the father of modern olympism stressed the pacifi st role of sport, which was to lead to putting an end to war as a mean of solving international problems. Th e hypothesis about realizing the intentions of the creators of modern sport during situations, when sport has a consensual role, seems to be legitimate.
ATHLETIC CONTACTS AS A SOURCE OF INTERNATIONAL RAPPROCHEMENT
Th e Cold War era was a time, when political signifi cance of sport was exceptionally strong. In this particular period most of the sports boycotts took place, and the two international superpowers -the United States and the Soviet Union -tried to make use of international sport in order to prove their superiority over the opponent. On some occasions competitions between athletes from those two countries were given political importance as well, as if they were to resolve the Cold War rivalry. Nevertheless, such accentuating of mutual hostility was not the only way of using sports contacts between the USA and the USSR for political sake. Th ere were also situations, when dialogue was the main political aspect of athletic contacts between the two superpowers.
Ice hockey was one of the team sports, that most commonly wasaccompanied by political emotions. Th e most evident example could be seen during the Olympic semi-fi nal match in 1980 in Lake Placid, when Americans faced the favoured Soviets. Surprisingly, the match ended up with the win of the United States 11 .However, ice hockey competitions were accompanied by the dialogue just as oft en as the rivalry. One of the matches between the USA and the USSR during the Olympics in Squaw Valley in 1960 could work as an example. Th e clash between the two teams was very even and the atmosphere extremely tensed, both on ice and among the viewers. In the end Americans won 3 -2 12 .However, the match was not one of the typical examples of sports rivalry between the two Cold War superpowers. Despite the dramatic and even character of the match, both American and Soviet players, surprisingly for the onlookers, not only contacted each other, but even established friendships. One of the American players is claimed to have said about the Soviet counterparts, that they're real friends. Th ey don't talk about Communism. Like us, they talk about hockey -and girls 13 .
Th e situation mentioned above reveals, that even the rough sports competition during the Cold War could sometimes rise opportunities for the rapprochement between representatives of the East and the West, at least in a grassroots form, concerning the athletes only. Th is example also shows the pacifi st ideals of Pierre de Coubertin in practice. As Coubertin claimed, owing to international sports contacts athletes would personally get to know representatives of other, sometimes politically hostile nations, and consequently would be able to see them as partners instead of foes. Th is exact function of sport can be identifi ed in this particular situation on the basis of statements of American players, who seemed to be surprised by the friendly behavior of the Soviet players, demonized in media in the USA. What is more, the relation described above could play a role in changing the attitude of both societies towards the Cold War rival.
FRIENDLY SPORTS CONTACTS BETWEEN THE COLD WAR RIVALS. HOCKEY DIPLOMACY
During the Cold War international sport could be used as an element of dialogue between communist and capitalist states also by organizing exhibition sportsevents. Th eir aim was among others to emphasize the tendency of detente in international political relations. At the end of 1950s and at the beginning of 1960s such detente period appeared in the EastWest relations. As a result, a number of bilateral sports events have been organized. As a part of it in theSpringof 1958 Soviet wrestlers visited the United States and in the Summer of the same year American athletes participated in competitions in Moscow, for the fi rst time on the Soviet soil. Th is visit was only the beginning of a whole series of bilateral athletic events of the two superpowers. Th ey were taking place annually between 1958 and 1966, alternately in the Soviet Union and in the United States. Th e Soviet visit in Stanford in the USA in July 1962, shortly before the Cuban missile crisis, is regarded as one of the most important ones. Th e exhibition athletic match was viewed by 81 000 people who came to the Stanford stadium. Such events occurred many times until 1985 14 . Not surprisingly, communist -capitalist sports friendly contacts did not apply to major superpowers only, but also to their allies. For instance, in August 1958 a Polish -American friendly match in hockey took place 15 .
All those sports friendly events can surely by regarded as an element of East -West dialogue. What is more, one of such exhibition games in Philadelphia paved way for the visit Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev in the USA in Autumn 1959 16 . It was the typical way of making direct use of sports contacts for political sake -political meetings were oft en organized with sports events, which on other occasions could have been diffi cult to be arranged. Th ere are many examples of such circumstances. Th ey will be mentioned in the latter part of the article.
Friendly sports events between communist and capitalist states had a very interesting form in case of ice hockey. In order to understand the context, diff erent attitudes towards the amateur principle, especially in the Olympic sport during the Cold War must be mentioned. According to the principle, athletes participating in amateur events, which at that time were the most prestigious, were not allowed to consider sport as their main source of income, but as an additional activity. Accordingly, there were many accusations called by the Western states against their communist counterparts, which at that time dominated in amateur ice hockey 17 . Th ey claimed that players from the Soviet Union and other communist countries were in fact professionals, who were employed on positions disconnected with sport only pro forma 18 .On the other hand the best hockey players from the West (this applies to some other sports as well) most oft en had a professional status as they played in professional sports leagues such as NHL in case of ice hockey. Th e term hockey diplomacy should be mentioned. It was created in order to describe Soviet -Canada relations in the post-war period. Th e Canadians came up with the idea, that ice hockey in considered in many parts of Europe as a synonym of Canada. Consequently, as this is sport is the most obvious element of Canada's presence in some countries, it should be perceived as one of the main "diplomatic weapons". As a result, both in Canada and in the USSR sport was recognized as a tool connecting the countries that could be used for strengthening mutual relations. Th e best known eff ect of the hockey diplomacy was the already mentioned series of matches in 1972. One of the direct results of it was a visit of Canadian prime minister Pierre Trudeau in the USSR. Th e series of matches also showed how big the potential of international sportis, ice hockey in particular, in international diplomacy 22 . Moreover, the hockey diplomacy can be seen as another example validating the hypothesis, that sport can serve not only as a tool of international confl ict, but also of rapprochement.
East -West ice hockey contacts took place in the latter period as well. In 1975 and 1976 two club teams from the Soviet Union played a series of exhibition matched against the NHL teams. 5 of the matches were won by the Soviets and 8 ended with a tie. Another such exhibition match took place in 1979, a year before Winter Olympics in Lake Placid. Soviets won against the team of NHL stars 6 -0 23 .
One of the friendly matches of the Soviet series in the USA and Canada in 1975 is regarded as a moment of greatest detente on ice hockey rinks. On December 31t, 1975 a match that many perceive as the best in the history of ice hockey between Montreal Canadiens and CSKA Moscow took place. Th e fi nal result was 3 -3 24 . In another match that is worth mentioning Soviet national team played against Philadelphia Flyers. Th e second team was famous for its aggressive style of play. North American team played so brutally, that in the middle of the fi rst period Soviet players resigned from further play in protest against the referees not penalizing American players. Eventually the match was fi nished, but unfair Flyer's play was a crack on the diplomatic success -inviting Soviet hockey teams to North America 25 .
Another dimension of ice hockey being used for the sake of political rapprochement between communist and capitalist countries was the Canada Cup, a tournament played in the Summer of 1976. Professional teams of stars from the Western states and national teams of the Soviet Union and Czechoslovakia participated in the event 26 . As can be seen, there were plenty of hockey friendly contacts between Eastern and Western teams. Most of them were used as an element of bringing the Cold War rivals closer.
Soviet -Canadian hockey diplomacy was not the only example of using sport for the sake of peaceful rapprochement. In the detente period of the 1970s there was a number of various cases concerning other sports as well. Th e best known is obviously the ping-pong diplomacy, which will be described below. Another example of sports diplomacy that deserves mentioning applies to the USA and Cuba-countries that did not have diplomatic relations. In April 1977 American senator George McGovern accompanied the American basketball team during its visit in Havana andhad a meeting with Cuban leader Fidel Castro 27 . Th ese events also legitimize the hypothesis claiming that sport can be considered as a tool of gaining political rapprochement, especially in the situations when other ways of bringing hostile states closer were not available.
POLITICAL INSTRUMENTALIZATION OF INTERNATIONAL SPORTS CONTACTS.THE CASE OF PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA. PINGPONG DIPLOMACY
Ping-pong diplomacy is one of the most important aspects of making political use of sports contacts in order to build international relations. Its implementation was deeply connected with China's international situation, both in the areas of sport and politics. 33 . Th e impetus to tighten relations between the two countries was brought by sports contact. It must be mentioned though, that both sides searched for a possibility of rapprochement anyway, especially aft er Richard Nixon took power in the USA 34 . Communist China on the other hand was looking for the possibility of opening to international relations. Sports exhibition matcheswere a convenient opportunity of establishing contact, what was diffi cult due to lack of diplomatic relations between the two countries. It was much easier to invite athletes to PRC and on this occasion to begin political talks than to start them directly. Th e role of sport in establishing international cooperation and dialogue is more than clear in this situation, as most of the other methods would not be as successful.
From the moment of establishing contact with Americans international situation of People's Republic of China began improve rapidly. In November 1971 the country has been accepted as a member of the United Nations. At the same time Republic of China (Taiwan) was excluded. Th e events of the ping-pong diplomacy have been commented in China as follows: "Chinese have learned from the ping-pong diplomacy that sport and politics are inseparable. Th e athletes have taken a great responsibility. later Chinese used sport in order to get closer to other countries. Chinese athletes sometimes received instructions according to which they should loose important competitions, especially against athletes form communist states, in order to deepen the friendship. Also, PRC funded stadiums in the Th ird World countries in order to get closer with them as well 35 . Apparently leaders of communist China knew how to gain political benefi ts using sports competitions. However, it was happening in a way at the expense of the purity of sport. Using it in order to create the atmosphere of international friendship is usually regarded as a positive thing -the purest form of realizing the Olympic values. However, loosing intentionally in order to deepen international political friendship is considerably diff erent than simply using sport contacts to establish cooperation and dialogue.
UNITED TEAM OF GERMANY
A completely diff erent dimension of the consensual role of sport is connected with the United Team of Germany in the Olympic Games, which was created in the middle on 1950s despite the fact that at that time two separate German states existed -democratic Federal Republic of Germany and communist German Democratic Republic, which were described as West and East Germany. Both states were antagonistic and did not recognize each other.
Aft er the end of World War II Germany were split into 4 occupation zones. In April 1949 western zones controlled by the United States, Great Britain and France were bound into Trizonia and shortly aft er, on 24 May 1949 transferred into a country -West Germany. On 7 October 1949 the same happened to the Soviet occupation zone, which was transformed into East Germany. International sports organizations seemed to back the fi rst of them as it was the Federal Republic of Germany to gain recognition in majority of them. Th is was particularly regarded to the International Olympic Committee, a sport organization that recognized West Germany in 1950 36 .Meanwhile, the National Olympic Committee of East Germany did not gain recognition until the middle of 1950s, partly due to its own fault, as in the GDP media the IOC was strongly criticized and because in 1952 East German sports offi cials failed to come to an appointed meeting concerning participation of this country in the Helsinki Olympic Games, due to unknown circumstances. Because of these facts members of the IOC were rather skeptical about accepting the GDR in the International Olympic Committee 37 .
Th e opinion of international sports organization towards the German issue was characteristic. In general their representatives claimed, that there should not be two separate sports teams from the two German states. Offi cials from East Germany did not agree with this view, whereas in the West it was perceived rather positively 38 , what is actually understandable. According to West Germans, GDR was no more than a part of their country that was temporarily separated, so the united sports team would only reaffi rm such situation.
Th e International Olympic Committee represented by its president Avery Brundage imposed on East Germany conditions that need to be fulfi lled in order grant the country recognition. GDR was expected to establish a new National Olympic Committee that would obey the IOC rules. GDR offi cials conformed and despite their demand to receive full recognition during the IOC Session in Paris in 1955, they accepted a provisional recognition and agreed to form an all-German Olympic team for the 1956 Olympic Games 39 . According to the IOC, the recognition would be 39 Th e settlement was very detailed and consisted of agreements in aspects like the fl ag (West German), uniforms, national emblem and accommodation. Th e team was to be bigger than other teams, the champions were supposed to hear anthems of their country and in case of a team win there was supposed to be no anthem. Th e relation invalid if the common team would not be formed in 1956 40 . Th e settlement has been concluded by the IOC as a great success and Brundageclaimed that "we have obtained in the fi eld of sport what politicians have failed to achieve so far" 41 and announced "an important victory of sport over politics" 42 .
According to Avery Brundage, the Olympic Movement managed to achieve something extraordinary and this opinion can be regarded as at least partly justifi able. 46 . Th e International Olympic Committee imposed only one condition on its acceptance of separate German teams for the 1968 Olympics -both teams were supposed to marsh together during the opening ceremonies and use the same fl ag, emblem and anthem (neutral ones). Th e German issue in international sport was an untypical and characteristic example of political dialogue with the use of sport, for the initiative of such solution did not come from any of the German states, but from a sport organization -the International Olympic Committee, which expressed a deeply political attitude. Th e IOC expressed lack of acceptance to the political status quoin Europe aft er the end of World War II, in this case the establishment of two separate German countries. Consequently the IOC members supported the idea of the United German Team in the world of sport, which obviously was contradictory to the political reality. It appears that the case of all-German sports team is not purely an example of establishing international dialogue using sport, but an example of the desire of such dialogue expressed by a third party, the IOC. In the end the German rapprochement has not been achieved yet and the solution imposed by the International Olympic Committee was unsuccessful in the long period.
PEACEFUL POLITICAL GETURES IN INTERNATIONAL SPORT
International sport is a convenient forum for making political gestures that would be hard to be made elsewhere. In this case, symbolic actions of political signifi cance are meant by political gestures. Opening ceremonies of sports mega-events, such as the Olympic Games or World Championships, are especially adequate for such gestures that symbolize dialogue and cooperation between states that oft en have hostile attitude towards each other.
One of the most important examples of such political gestures concerns the two Korean states, which are legally at war. It has been decided, that during the opening ceremony of the Olympic Summer Games in Sydney in 2000 both teams would marsh together. Moreover, they were marching under the same fl ag -a neutral one with a blue shape of Korean Peninsula and a white background. Members of both teams were dressed homogenously as well, although some of the North Korean athletes wore lapel pins with colors of the North Korean fl ag 47 .Th is settlement was only in eff ect during the opening ceremony and in the sports competitions both states participated separately. It was however an extraordinary symbol of cooperation between the two countries formally at war, probably impossible in the pure world of politics. It is also worth mentioning, that this symbolical gesture was probably possible due to mutual rapprochement of the Korean states in respect to the Sunshine Policy of South Korean president Kim Dae Jung.
Another important political gesture in the world of sport applies to the Palestinian Authority. Although Palestine is not an independent country, the International Olympic Committee and International Federation of Association Football (FIFA) accepted it as their member 48 . As a result, Palestinian athletes participate in the Olympic Games since 1996. Th eir participation is in a way symbolic as they never won a medal and there are little chances this situation may change soon, considering lack of professional training facilities in the Palestinian Authority. In this case it is the participation in the Olympic Games that matters and allowance to this by the IOC is most of all a symbolic gesture towards the Palestinians, despite their offi cial political status.
CONCLUSIONS
A number of situations when sport was used for the sake of establishing political dialogue and cooperation have been presented. Th e most typical dimension of it was exploiting athletic contacts in order to establish or intensify political relations. It was especially important in the situations, when a simple meeting of politicians representing two countries was out of question as offi cial relations between the states were unfriendly or there were no established relations at all. Under such circumstances it was much easier to propose a sports exhibition match or a series of them than a visit of politicians. However, using the opportunity of sports contacts, most oft en political meetings were arranged, such as the visit of president of the United States Richard Nixon in communist China 1972, Canadian prime minister Pierre Trudeau in the Soviet Union in 1971 or Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev in the USA in 1959. All those high-profi le meetings were possible due to diplomatic use of sport.
So called sports diplomacy is obviously not the only dimension of the consensual role of sport in international politics. Th ere were also some occasions, when contact of athletes representing hostile countries resulted in a way in falsifying negative stereotypes of a nation regarded as an enemy. Th is way sport realized the ideas of the father of the modern Olympic Games Pierre de Coubertin. Th is could be seen when American ice hockey players described their Soviet counterparts as friendly and similar to them. Sometimes even political gestures aimed to promote peace and international cooperation were introduced in the world of sport. Actions of the International Olympic Committee aimed to create United German Team despite functioning of two separate German states was one of them.
An overview of all those situations seems to legitimize the hypothesis, according to which political signifi cance of sport does not apply to political confl ict only, what is widely understood, but sport may also be a tool for cooperation and dialogue.
SUMMARY
Political signifi cance of sport is usually bound with international rivalry and confl ict. However, sport tends to have a role in fostering international dialogue and cooperation as well. Th e aim of the article is to present the most important examples of this role of international sport.
Th ere is a number of examples verifying the hypothesis about consensual role of sport in international politics. Despite political signifi cance, sport is not purely a part of the world of politics. Th is situation grants sport with an advantage in possibility of establishing international cooperation. Some actions that could seem completely impossible concerning political reality, turned out to be possible in sport. Sports contacts can pave the way for a further, political agreements. For instance a number of specifi c 'sports diplomacies' have taken place, that were used by some countries in order to enhance their capabilities of impacting the international political system. Keywords: sport and politics, pacifi st role of sport, international cooperation and dialogue through sport
